Lubov SSMI Foundation – Donors
Thank you to all those have supported the work of the Sisters through the Lubov SSMI Foundation Inc. for the fiscal year April 1,
2017 to March 31, 2018. The following donors are those that contributed to the Foundation directly. There are many more donors
that designated their contribution to Holy Family Home, Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Mount Mary Immaculate Retreat
Centre or SSMI Ukraine. These donors are being recognized through the ministries.
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Annual Report
2017—2018
A Note from Our Chair
This past year, the Lubov SSMI Foundation was faced with an unexpected change in
leadership. We bid farewell to Sister Janice Soluk, who dedicated her time unconditionally
over the past 5 years as the Lubov SSMI Foundation, Chair of the Board of Directors. As the
first Foundation Chair, her leadership helped to create and to establish the Lubov SSMI
Foundation as the resource to support the funding needs of the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate ministries. In July, 2017 the Sisters Servant of Mary Immaculate met in Rome
for their General Chapter where the new General Council was selected for the world. Sister
Janice was elected to the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate General Council which meant
that she had to relocate to Rome. We are very grateful to Sister Janice for assisting in
putting into place a solid beginning for the Lubov SSMI Foundation.
The Lubov SSMI Foundation is marking five years of existence. As a new Board Chair, it has
been an exciting transition for me, relocating from Dauphin Manitoba where I have
experienced many moments of challenges and celebrations as the Executive Director of St.
Paul’s Home. I am grateful to be able to share my gifts as a Sister and ministry leader, but
more importantly to share in and expand the gifts of our Board members, staff and
volunteers in guiding our Foundation through the next few years of growth. That growth is
only possible because of the relationships we develop with those who believe in the mission
of the Sisters.
On behalf of the Lubov SSMI Foundation Board of Directors, staff and the Sisters thank you to all who have embraced the
important work of the Sisters especially through your contributions of resources, professionalism, talent and time.
Through the intercession of Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska (the Cofoundress of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate) we pray
that your hearts be filled with joy and your life with many blessings!
Sister Jean Zemliak, SSMI – Chair Board of Directors

Ex – Officio Members:

Tanya Pokeza, Sr. Janice Soluk*, Lesia Sianchuk, Raisa Baluta
*Departed from the Foundation in 2017

Sister Christina Syrotynsky, SSMI – Provincial Superior
Lesia Sianchuk - Chief Executive Officer - Lubov SSMI Foundation
Inc.
Jean Piché - Chief Executive Officer - Holy Family Home Inc.
Rod Picklyk – Principal - Immaculate Heart of Mary School

Staff
Lesia Sianchuk—Chief Executive Officer
Raisa Baluta—Marketing/Communications Officer
Tanya Pokeza—Office Assistant/Data Management

Sr. Emily Schietzsch, Sr. Janet Kozak, Sr. Oresta Svorak, Sr. Georgia Shchavii

Holy Family Home

Foundation Priorities
In November 2017, the Lubov SSMI Foundation Board of Directors and staff gathered for our annual Board Retreat/Planning Day.
To mark the fifth year of existence as a Foundation, the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate Provincial Council were invited to be a
part of the day. As a result of a productive gathering, the Provincial Council endorsed the work of the Foundation that has been
achieved in the few years since it was established. It was confirmed by the Council, that the Lubov SSMI Foundation will continue to
focus on supporting the Sisters activities only. In addition, the Board committed to work on the next three year strategic plan.
Lubov SSMI Foundation’s priority is to continue to provide fund development
support for the Sisters Ministries including:


Holy Family Home - Capital Campaign and Annual Campaigns



Immaculate Heart of Mary School - Annual Operations Fund, Bursary/
Scholarship Fund, Capital Fund and further establishing the Alumni
Association



Improving the profile of the Foundation



The Sisters’ well-being and other Sisters ministries



Support Vocations

Home of Hope Community

“I like it here, the Church is right here, and the people are wonderful. What could be better? It is a good
place to be.” Olga Dilay – Capital Campaign Donor and a Holy Family Home Resident
It’s words like these that continue to inspire the Life Love Legacy Capital Campaign team to identify, engage
and transform prospects into donors. The Foundation continues to devote resources to manage the Holy
Family Home Capital Campaign. It has been four years since the Campaign plan was put into action. At the
end of March, 2018, the Life Love Legacy Campaign surpassed $8 million in commitments from over 800
donors. Thank you to those that have demonstrated their commitment to the Sisters and desire to enhance
senior health care by supporting this campaign. It is not over yet, as we move into what we hope is the last
year of solicitation to bring us to our $10 million goal. There is still time to support the Life Love Legacy
major campaign. Visit www.lifelovelegacy.ca for a project and campaign update and for information on
how to get involved.

The Foundation is the fund development office for Holy Family Home for all donations. This past year the Foundation processed
over $95,000 in support of resident care enhancements. Many of these gifts were received through the Annual Festival of Lights
Campaign as well as Tribute Gifts made in memory or in honour of a loved one. Thank you to all the donors who continue to
support Holy Family Home each year to help ensure that it is a “good place to be.”

Mount Mary Immaculate Retreat Centre
Mount Mary Immaculate Retreat Centre is a centre for spiritual
renewal located in Ancaster, Ontario. Comprised of just over one
hundred acres of woodlands, walking trails, rolling hills, spacious lawns,
a peaceful pond, and a great variety of magnificent trees; it is a
welcoming space for healing, deepening spirituality, and leading to
inner freedom. With these comes service with love.

1st row: Sr. Theresa Matwe, Sr. Ambrose Stachiw, Sr. Mary Holowaty
2nd row: Sr. Nadia Tkaczuk, Sr. Teresa Lesyk, Sr. Patricia Lacey,

This centre is owned and operated by the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate. This past year the Foundation started working with this
ministry in the area of fund development and communications. The
Foundation has helped renew their website (www.mountmary.ca),
introducing the option of online giving, as well as assisted in launching
a direct mail campaign to help support the many ongoing needs of the
centre.

Bringing Hope to the Hopeless
The Home of Hope in Lviv, Ukraine, is a ministry of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate that
opened its doors just over five years ago as a safe place for girls who have come from a life filled with
hopelessness, abuse and are prey for human traffickers.
The girls learn life skills and discover the many gifts that they have to share with others.
One girl recently shared with the Sisters: “My life before Home of Hope was irresponsible, difficult and
out of control, but here everything changed. The example lived out by the Sisters is one that is very
patient, caring and challenging. From the beginning I did not accept the Sisters but I eventually realized
that everything they do, they do it out of an act of love. Because of this my life has had a lot of changes.
I thank God for this family that has made me realize that I am needed – I have a purpose.”
Through the generosity of many donors the Foundation continues to
provide the Sisters with enough financial support for the day-to-day
operations that helps to keep their doors open. We especially thank
the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League for once again hosting the
Home of Hope Fundraising Breakfast, where guest speaker Alvin
Suderman and his wife Mary joined us from the Mennonite
community as the North American Directors for the Friends of the
Mennonite Centre in Ukraine. Alvin shared of their experience
visiting the home, after attending the annual breakfast the year
prior.

Home of Hope Breakfast 2018 Honoured Guests and Speakers
Sister Jean Zemliak, Alvin and Mary Suderman,
Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak O.S.B.M., Sophie Manulak UCWLC President

During 2017-2018, the Foundation raised $55,553 for the Home of
Hope and $57,757 for the Sisters’ orphanage ministries in Ukraine.
(This includes an estate gift for the orphanage)

Olga Dilay

Immaculate Heart of Mary School
“If something was wrong I could go to you and you would make my day better……you were such an inspiration……thank you for
teaching us about God’s will…”
This is just one example of words written by a young IHMS student in appreciation of Sister Anne Pidskalny, SSMI. In September,
2017 we celebrated the impact of Sister Anne’s dedication to Sisters’ education ministry at Immaculate Heart of Mary School for
almost 4 decades. In recognition of her retirement from Immaculate
Heart of Mary School the new playground was dedicated in her
honour – the ‘Sr. Anne Pidskalny Playground’.
The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate have been the back bone of
Ukrainian Catholic education especially in Winnipeg for the past 113
years. One of the priority areas for the Sisters’ Foundation has been to
focus on building the donor relationships and support for the School.
By engaging alumni, especially drawing on their found memories of
their school experience, the Foundation continues to grow the Alumni
network/association. This past year the Foundation created and
distributed two editions of the “From the Heart” Alumni Newsletter.
The Foundation also continues to work at securing dollars for the
School’s Capital Fund, Operations Fund and Scholarship/Bursary Fund.
In 2017-2018, the Foundation provided Immaculate Heart of Mary
School with $40,031.
The Foundation would also like to thank Sister Anne Pidskalny for her
five years of service on the Foundation’s Board and wish her well as
she takes on new ministry opportunities.

Members of the IHMS Board of Trustees dedicate the new IHMS
playground in Sr. Anne's Honour
Slawomir Waplak, Andrew Konopelny ('07), Sr. Anne Pidskalny, SSMI,
Sr. Janice Soluk, SSMI, Jason Brennan, Rod Picklyk, John Alibin
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The Foundation’s fiscal year is April 1st to March 31

